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In'reference to MM Docke~ Nuaber 94-48, ~. Foundation for Family
Television, a qra.sroots groups for.ed two years ago in Washington state
to address citizen frustration with the quali~y of fuily progra_1l\9,
wishes to express its great concern with children's progra.ainq .a it
currently exists. In an att..pt to look directly at i ••ues ot quality,
the Foundation initiated a new television award aallea the PIXI. The
PIXI named for the pixel, the smallest component ot the picture and it.
aagical connection to the child, the sma11e.t element of an audience, is
intenaed to focus attention of our local communities on community
definitions of quality in pr09raJlldng for children. Tho.e experts who
determine the winners of the awards ar, not media critics, rather they
are 9roup~ of professionals who work with children and faail!e. in our
local communities; reviewers also include concerned parents. The PIXI is
based on the m~.sa;e of the program, a tact whiob makes it a unique award.

Last year our panel of experts dee.rainea that qualities we were looking
for in proqralllDlinq included: promot.ing curiousity and learning in 1Uth,
science,etc., cultural sensitivity--proqramaing that respectfully and
without stereotype refleCts the rich diversity of our society includinq
the racial, ethnic, gender and qenerational diversity of the world in
which we live, life le.sons--prOfJramling which
portrays real life situations with believable reSUlts that models for
children credible responses to life problems, time
.perspectives--proqramming which imaginatively depicts lite in other times
and places rendering viewers ~eographic as well as time perspective,
etc. These few sample cateqor1e. illustrate some of the qualities
reviewers were seeking in proqr....ing. Unfortunately, there were few
competitors for the awardsr given the amount of progruuainq available,
the list of program no.inees was shockingly saall.

This year's PIXIs had· the th..e of Alternative. to Violence, proqra..
which avoid violence as a solution to problems or manage conflict 80 that
it does not result in violence. Local progra_inq was also cit.ed Which
provided a perspective on the issues of violence and solutions occurring
in our co_unitoy. Once again the nUlllber of contenders for the PIXI were
few.

We have great concerns about quality prograaaing. All who have been
involved in ~. Foundation'. grassroots groups agro•• Washi~on are
deeply concerned a~out ~. ways in which the needs ot children and ~.ir

.fami1ies are currently being .erved by existing programming.

We would be very happy to diacuss our concerns with you at: greater length.
Thank you for giving our comment.s your attention.
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Mari1yn Cohen, Ph. D.
Executive Director
Poundation for Family Television
and Director, Early Childhood Telecommunications Project
University of Washinqton


